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Welcome New Members 


Ottawa Area 


Chris Bruce 

Carolyn Callaghan & Family 
Karen L. Castro & Family 
Lisa J. Chisholm-Smith 
Mona J. Coleman 
David Collyer 
Michael Davidson & Family 
Mark Davidson 
Dwight T. Delahunt 
Robert Desramaux & Family 
Jennifer C. Doubt 
Charlene M. Elgee & Family 
Mary Evans-Boke & Family 
Murray S. Flawley & Family 
Joyce Landry 
Shay Maadani 
Jane Mcguire 
Ashley M. Mckenzie 
Susan Nelson 
Laura Nerenberg & Family 
Jeremy O’ Bryan 

Jonathan & Rose A. O’ Donoughue 
Andrea Prazmowski & Family 
Barbara Riley 
Sophie E. Roy 
Bobbi Soderstrom & Family 


Henry Steger 

Chair, Membership Committee 
August 2006 
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Conservation Matters 


Christine Hanrahan 

There are any number of issues that the Conservation Committee could deal with, 
but we are restricted in what we can reasonably undertake due to the small size of 
our committee. If you would like to get involved with helping protect natural areas 
in the Ottawa region, please consider joining us. We meet the first Tuesday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden. More details about the 
committee can be found at http://www.ofnc.ca/conservation. 

Ontario Species at Risk Act - Proposed Changes 

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) which administers the above act, 
developed a set of proposed changes for which they invited public comment. The 
Conservation Committee submitted a response. Changes to the Act are long 
overdue, and while the proposed changes are relatively weak, they are better than 
what we have at present. Habitat protection is, of course, paramount, for there is no 
point in enacting legislation to save a species if it has nowhere to call home. 
Proposed changes call for: Specifying protection from killing, harming, harassing, 
capturing, etc. or damage, destruction or interference with the species ' habitat, to 
be implemented in two stages. Stage 1 - Protection for a species and its residence. 
Stage 2 - Protection for the significant habitat of the species, allowing additional 
time for mapping of significant habitat and landowner contact. 

Other topics that the proposed changes look at include: requiring time lines for 
developing recovery strategies (present backlogs in this area significantly impede 
recovery efforts), and ministerial authority to allow activities affecting a regulated 
species and/or its habitat, such as scientific research or activities that could benefit 
the species. This sounds fine but as the Conservation Committee pointed out in its 
response “ Proposal 8 should be adopted providing the Act spells out that this 
provision cannot be used as a cover for activities that have other purposes. (An 
example is the killing of whales for alleged research purposes by the Japanese 
whaling industry when in fact they are killed for food)." 

For more information about the proposed changes to the Act, check out the 
Environmental Registry at: http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/envregistry/027695ea.htm. 
You will find further links from this site to more information. Also, take a look at 
the MNR website: http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/mnr/speciesatrisk/ for more details. 
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Richmond Conservation Area (RCA) 

The Richmond Conservation Area is perhaps better known under its old name of the 
Richmond Sewage Lagoons, when it was a topnotch shorebird spot. The 
management of this site has now been taken over by the Rideau Valley Conservation 
Authority and a new management plan is being drawn up. 

Larose Forest 

The OFNC and the Prescott-Russell Stewardship Council organized a BioBlitz in 
Larose Forest for June 15-16, 2006. It was attended by 32 experts and other 
knowledgeable people and a substantial amount of data was added to the inventories 
for the forest. The information gathered will allow us to more fully understand the 
diversity of this 26,000 acre forest, which until the last five years, was poorly 
understood in terms of its flora and fauna. For more information on Larose Forest 
please see: www.ofnc.ca/conservation/larose/laroseforest.html. 

Light Rail Maintenance Yard 

The City set up a Public Working Group (PWG) to recommend a site for the rail 
maintenance yard. The OFNC was represented on this group by Stan Rosenbaum. 
Stan gave an excellent account of the PWG efforts in the last Conservation Matters. 
At that time, the PWG was awaiting the outcome of a joint meeting of the City’s 
Corporate Services and Transportation Committee and the full Council. We have 
now learned that despite united opposition to the Bowesville Road site, and full 
support for the Walkley Road site (already a “brownfield” site), the City has decided 
to build the maintenance yard for the Light Rail Transit along Bowesville Road. As 
Stan noted in a submission sent to the Mayor and Council, the Provincial policy calls 
for brownfield sites to be utilized before greenfield areas. The Bowesville site, 
located near the Leitrim Wetlands is an important area for many bird species, and is 
also part of the Greenbelt. For more information on this issue: 
http://saveourgreenspace.ca/index.html 

Acknowledgments: 

The report was prepared using material submitted by various Conservation 
Committee members. 

References: 

Rosenbaum, Stan. 2006. Conservation Matters. T&L 40(3): 130-131. 
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News from the FWG: Summer 2006 


Christine Hanrahan 

There were fewer prolonged periods of intense heat in the summer of 2006, but it 
was still a scorcher. Unlike the previous summer, however, this one saw lots of rain 
and high winds with some spectacular thunderstorms. The heat and the moisture 
provided excellent growing conditions and everything at the garden (and elsewhere) 
came up earlier and in abundance. 

Backyard Garden News 
With all 
the 

changes 
from last 
year—new 
beds, 
recon¬ 
figuration 
of existing 
beds, 
moving 
plants 
from one 
spot to 
another, 
some of us 



Backyard Garden 


were 
worried 
that the 
BYG 
would be 
less 
luxuriant 

than previously. However, we need not have worried. Helped along by the 
ministrations of BYG volunteers (out in force every Friday morning despite the 
heat), and aided by the weather, the garden looked beautiful. By the time of writing 
(early August) it was lush and bountiful and the plants looked bigger than ever. 
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Even the nibblings by rabbits (some might say ‘attacks’) on plants such as Swamp 
Milkweed couldn’t detract from the beauty. Most of the plants in the B YG have now 
been labelled making it easier for visitors to know what they are looking at. 

A lot of time and energy went into repairing the BYG pond which was leaking badly. 
There are still some problems to iron out but it looks much better now that it is filled 
with water again. David Hobden even reports that a Green Frog has moved back! 

Work in the BYG takes place on Friday mornings from spring through fall. If you 
enjoy gardening with convivial company, want to learn more about native plants 
and/or gardening for wildlife, and have time to spare, why not volunteer? Contact 
Jay at jay_ladell@yahoo.com or leave a message at 613-234-6767. 

Plant Sale 

Despite gray overcast skies and the threat of rain, our annual plant sale was another 
roaring success, yielding enough funds to carry on with needed work in the garden. 
Many thanks to all the volunteers who carefully grew and tended plants for the sale, 
to the folk who turned up to help out on the day itself, to Sandy Garland and Jay 
Ladell for overseeing the event, and of course to the people who came and bought 
our plants! The FWG Native Plant Sale is always the first Saturday in June, so you 
can mark your 2007 calendars now. 

Managing the Garden 
Invasive species 

Pale Swallow wort AKA Dog-strangling Vine or DSV is the species that causes us 
most grief. Over the years we have mowed, pulled, cut, scythed, and smothered the 
plants, but still they continue to grow. Much time has been spent discussing the 
issue and 1 believe that we have to acknowledge that we cannot eradicate the plant 
from the garden without drastic action (the Agent Orange approach, or fire) which of 
course, we will not and cannot undertake. The most we can hope for is to control the 
spread of DSV. And the best way to do that is to curtail seed production. 

We always seek to balance the biodiversity of the garden with the need to cut large 
areas of DSV. Cutting always leads to the loss of something besides the DSV and 
also has an impact on wildlife. When two sections of the FWG were mowed this 
summer, Meadow Voles and American Toads were seen scrambling to get away. 

We don’t like the negative impact this has on other forms of life, such as larvae of 
butterflies and moths which depend on grasses, or countless other organisms that live 
in these areas, and so on. It is the perennial conundrum we face: whatever we do, or 
don’t do, is bound to impact something negatively. 

Of course, we’re always looking for signs that something may be affecting the plants, 
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so yellowing of leaves, indications of insect damage, give us momentary hope that 
something (at last!) may be attacking the DSV. This year, I noticed that both Canada 
Goldenrod and Grass-leaved Goldenrod were growing exceptionally well, spreading 
into areas they had not occupied before. At the same time 1 noticed that DSV was 
not growing up amongst the goldenrods as it does in the midst of most other plant 
species. In the Old Field habitat I noticed that in an area I'd attempted to clear of a 
thick DSV growth in 2005, half of the site in 2006 sported a dense stand of Canada 
Goldenrod in place of DSV. Research yielded a number of papers that discussed the 
allelopathic effect of goldenrod on many plant species. DSV was not specifically 
mentioned and I don’t know for sure that allelopathy is causing the dearth of DSV 
around goldenrod stands, but it will be interesting to see what, if anything, happens 
in subsequent years. I was also encouraged to see that a stand of Flowering 
Raspberry on the eastern edge of the Old Field has, just this year, started spreading 
significantly into a particularly thick growth of DSV. 

In the meantime, we continue to try and halt seed production in DSV. Kudos to the 
Sunday Morning work group who have done a phenomenal job in this regard. 

Butterfly Meadow 

Every Wednesday evening in the summer volunteers gathered at FWG to help Diane 
(project leader) and Sandy continue creating the new section of the Butterfly 
Meadow, just west of the existing one. The plants, put into the ground in late spring, 
are thriving and careful tending ensures the site remains DSV free. A generous grant 
from Home Depot given specifically for the Butterfly Meadow, has enabled the 
FWG to purchase plants and equipment for this site. Plans for the meadow include 
rocks for butterflies to bask on, a stone wall and perhaps a split rail fence. 

Pond 

Mid-summer is always the time for Flowering Rush removal from the pond. Each 
year for several years Sandy and Diane, with occasional help from others, have 
waded into the water and removed enormous quantities of this invasive plant. 

Another plant that has spread rapidly since a small patch was discovered in fall 
2005, is Swamp Loosestrife or Decodon, a native species. Most of this will be 
removed, although a small population will be left. Frog’s-bit is yet another invasive 
that is thriving in our pond and it too is being removed. 

Outside Help 

A group of Stewardship Rangers spent three days at FWG helping to control DSV 
and planting new shrubs. They also had a hands-on lesson from Tony Denton on 
identification and control of Buckthorn. 


178 




Signs 

Some of you may already 
have seen the new sign by 
the parking lot. This has 
been a long time coming 
and is largely due to the 
persistence, determination 
and dedication of Charlie 
Clifford. He has handled 
the project from the 
beginning and, with the 
help of A1 Beaulieu, 

David Hobden and T ony 
Denton, repaired and 
rejuvenated the entire 
structure. You can see the 
crew at work in the 
accompanying photo. In 
time, we will have a new 
map of the garden in 
place, as well as space for 
posting notices, 
information sheets and 
other items. 

Miscellaneous 
Summer Employee 

Our summer employee this year, Jenna Rozema, proved to be an enthusiastic worker. 
It was sometimes hard to keep up with her since she completed every task almost 
before we could turn around. She came up with lots of creative ideas and 
suggestions such as “This Week at FWG” on the outside bulletin board featuring 
photos and information about interesting observations around the garden. 

Wednesday mornings during the summer found her working with a small group from 
a Carleton University summer camp, introducing the kids to neat things in the natural 
world and showing the adults in the group what a great place the FWG is! 

Talks, Walks and Media 

Several tours of the FWG were given to small groups of people this summer, and the 
committee was also contacted to provide assistance or give talks at several venues 
including the Ottawa Folk Festival in late August. The rejuvenation of the Butterfly 
Meadow was mentioned in an Ottawa Citizen story on Butterflies and Butterfly 
Gardening, and CJOH TV did a short segment on the FWG which was aired on their 



Working on a new sign. 
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News at Noon show in mid-July. 


Monarch Teachers Network 

On 10 August, a large group of teachers involved with educating students about the 
Monarch Butterfly spent an afternoon at FWG. 

Plants and Animals 
Birds 

Summer is a quieter time for birds at the FWG. The excitement of migration is over, 
and the serious business of raising a family takes over. Green Herons, always one of 
the star avian attractions at the FWG, were present almost daily from early May 
onwards. Although they didn’t nest in the garden, they apparently did so near 
Hartwell Locks since they were usually spotted flying in that direction after feeding 
at the pond. One day in early July they arrived at the pond with three youngsters in 
tow! For about nine days all five were easily observed as they hung out at the pond 
putting a dent in the frog population. The green frogs continued calling, heedless of 
their fate as the herons picked off one after another. Eventually the frogs shut up and 
the herons vanished. For awhile two were seen in the company of an adult Black- 
crowned Night Heron near the Rideau Canal. 

American Kestrels also deserted us and nested elsewhere. However, like the herons, 
they brought their youngster to feed at the FWG and for about 10 days in July the 
family could be seen around the red barn. 

Red-winged Blackbirds were fewer in number this year with perhaps five active 
nests, probably due to lack of nesting sites occasioned by removal of dead cattails in 
fall 2005. I watched females several times carry nesting material to the pond and 
unable to find a nest site, drop the material and fly off. Also fewer in number this 
year were Tree Swallows. In early July I did a quick check of about 12 boxes near 
the pond and found that many had either no nest or a partly built nest. Unusually, 
five pairs of swallows were late nesters, still sitting on eggs or feeding young in the 
box in early August, long after other swallows had nested and left the garden. I 
usually clean the boxes in the fall and will have a full report for the next update. By 
the time of writing, mid-August, there were still a few tree swallows around, joined 
occasionally by several Barn Swallows. 

We have just updated our FWG Bird List which now stands at 131 species. Copies 
are available from the Interpretive Centre. 

Other Fauna 

It has been a remarkable year for butterflies in the region, and no less so at FWG. 

For the first time in several years we saw good numbers of Common Ringlets and 
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Least Skippers, as well as Silvery Blues. Clouded Sulphurs, however, continue to be 
seen infrequently. Monarch butterflies are probably the stars of the butterfly world 
in any year, but particularly in 2006 when they were easily the most common species 
found. They arrived in early June and their numbers increased until at least a dozen, 
sometimes far more, could be seen on any given day at FWG. They were observed 
laying eggs on both milkweed and its close relative. Pale Swallowwort. Quite a 
large number of Monarch caterpillars were also found. Eastern Tailed Blues 
generated some excitement amongst butterfly watchers at the garden. The first one 
for 2006 at FWG was found by Diane Lepage in mid-June near the Butterfly 
Meadow. A few weeks later I found one in the New Woods and after that we saw 
them often. On 7 August Diane saw four in the Butterfly Meadow. A female Black 
Swallowtail with a stunning brilliant blue band on the tail was found in late July. It 
is highly unusual to see such an extreme band of colour on the female. More typical 
but no less striking was a second female Black Swallowtail that hung around for a 
day or so before vanishing. Males of the species were very common at the garden 
through to the time of writing (mid-August). Other species found included 
Hobomok Skipper, Long-dash Skipper, Peck’s Skipper, European Skipper, Dun 
Skipper, Banded Flairstreak, Striped Flairstreak, Great Spangled Fritillary, Northern 
Crescent, and Little Wood Satyr, White Admiral, Viceroy, and Milbert’s 
Tortoiseshell. 

I'm compiling a list of insects 
other than butterflies and moths 
from FWG, and have focussed 
on looking for, photographing 
and identifying these fasci¬ 
nating creatures. Jenna, our 
summer employee who is 
equally fascinated by insects, 
helped with the project. 

Eastern Forktail damselflies 
were common at the garden, 
along with scores of Bluet 
species. Slender Spreadwings, 
Twelve-spotted Skimmers and 
Widow Skimmers. Canada 
Darners began to appear all 
around the garden in July. 
Mid-summer brought on a 
bounty of insects including Pennsylvania Leatherwings, Ambush Bugs, Large Red 
Milkweed Beetles, Milkweed Bugs, Japanese Beetles by the hundreds, various plant 
bugs (Miridae), scores of lady beetles including the introduced 7-spotted and Asian 



Hu mm ingbird Moth 
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Lady Beetles, the native Spotted Lady Beetle, and the minute Brachiacanlha ursina. 
Cicadas began calling several weeks earlier than their usual “start-up date” of early 
August. 

Moths were also abundant. Hummingbird Moths (Hummingbird Clearwings) were 
more common than I’ve seen before at FWG. Later on, when the Evening Primrose 
bloomed I managed to find one Primrose Moth, a small, strikingly pink moth with a 
white head. One night, Diane Lepage and I set up a sheet with a black light to look 
for moths. That exercise added substantially to the FWG moth list. Diane is very 
knowledgeable about moths and a tremendous resource for information about these 
insects. For a list of moths as well as a list of other insects found at the FWG please 
visit the website at http://www.ofnc.ca/fletcher.php. 


Frogs continue to do well in our pond and we saw and heard good numbers of the 
regular breeding species: Wood Frogs, American Toads, Green Frogs, and Gray 
Treefrogs. The Blanding’s Turtle found in the spring had either left or was lying low 
(as this species is wont to do once summer arrives) because it was not seen again, but 
a Painted Turtle was noted occasionally throughout the summer months. 



Gretchen Denton 


FWG Volunteers 

Over the years we’ve seen many 
volunteers come and go, their 
reasons for participating and their 
reasons for leaving are as varied as 
the individuals. We are really lucky, 
however, to have a core group of 
volunteers who have stayed with the 
project for many years. In the last 
issue you met two such people, and 
here you will meet three more. 

Gretchen and Tony Denton have 
been volunteering at the FWG for at 
least eight years. Initially it was 
Tony who volunteered at the FWG 
soon after retiring, inspired as he 
says “by a spring birding tour of the 
gardens led by Jeff Harrison." He 
found the work and the company 
congenial and “after three Fridays I 
suggested to Gretchen that she 
might enjoy coming also, and she 
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did. ” 

Gretchen is a familiar name and 
face, being the first point of 
contact for volunteers at the 
FWG, and is a regular part of the 
BYG group. Tony is the lead on 
our buckthorn control as well as a 
generally very handy person who 
helps out with, as he says “ all the 
tool maintenance, building and 
repair jobs.” In other words, 
these two are an integral part of 
the FWG team and hugely 
appreciated by all of us. 

As with most FWG volunteers, an 
interest in nature was a big part of 
their decision to volunteer at the 
garden. Tony says that “nature 
had always been a background 
interest until retiring, when we 
took up binding. 1 hiked with the 
Rideau Trail Club and later 
started other nature related 
activities.” Gretchen agrees, noting ”we both also love listening for the birds as we 
work and seeing the occasional unexpected ones.” Indeed, Gretchen added a new 
bird to our bird list this spring with the sighting of an Eastern Towhee in the BYG. 

Tony found that the garden “ offered an interesting area which could be enjoyed with 
good company . . . in a relaxed atmosphere ” and particularly appreciated the lack of 
pressure on volunteers. Not being “ particularly interested in gardening” Tony 
offered help with repair jobs and tool maintenance as noted above. However, he 
soon began helping Dale Crook with buckthorn removal, quickly taking over the 
project entirely when Dale became too ill to continue. ”In the following years I 
became the only regular buckthorn puller, often alone, but sometimes with regular 
and occasional helpers. It has become a great pleasure to be out in the isolated 
areas of the FWG at all seasons of the year and to experience the wildlife, often in 
areas where people do not usually go.” Tony has been tackling this invasive species 
for over five years now and has made an impressive dent in the buckthorn 
population. The tenacity of this species almost rivals that of Pale Swallowwort so 
there is still enough work to keep him busy for some time to come. Visitors often 



Tony Denton 
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stop to ask what he is doing and Tony is always willing to take a break and explain. 
He emphasizes the importance of recognizing “these weed trees which are 
overwhelming our woodlands, creating a monoculture which limits the diversity of 
bird, mammal and plant species.” He has used his hands-on knowledge of 
buckthorn control to help others, such as community groups, in tackling this 
problem. 

Gretchen too has learned a tremendous amount about invasive species and, like 
Tony, has taken this knowledge and helped others to respond to the threat of 
problem species. As she says, “7 found myself using this knowledge in my own 
neighbourhood, when I recognized garlic mustard and swallowwort (and of course 
the buckthorn that my husband constantly remarks on), I have tried to spread the 
word.''' But there is more to the garden than invasives, and for Gretchen the peaceful 
aspects exert a strong appeal. “/ like the space at the FWG, the relative quiet, being 
surrounded by plants and trees. I like having the leisure to stay in one spot, looking 
closely at the plants with time to learn them, and digging in the dirt (I like digging 
in the dirt), and feeling that everybody else is enjoying doing the same.” 

In the early days Gretchen remembers long-time volunteer Robina Bennett pointing 
out two weeds and telling her to start by digging them! “So I learned those, and I 
asked about the plants around them, and Robina (and everyone else) was very glad 
to inform me. It was Robina, later, who decided I could take over the job of phoning 
volunteers, as she was ready to retire from that. So I got to know the volunteers 
better, and they continued to be nice people. I can ’t say it’s always a thrill to keep 

lists, but it is easier now by email.” 

As an added bonus to volunteering 
at FWG, Gretchen notes that when 
she and Tony wanted to convert 
some grass into flowerbeds "the 
FWG volunteers helped us” and “ 
gave us hundreds of suggestions.” 
Summing up her experience with 
FWG, Gretchen says “soothing 
surroundings, nice people, lots of 
ideas.” Could you ask for anything 
more? 

Somewhere around the time 
Marilyn Ward took over answering 
the OFNC’s phone (yes, she is the 
voice of the OFNC) she also made 



Marilyn Ward 
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her first visit to FWG. Like Tony and Gretchen, she was introduced to the garden 
through birdwatching when she heard that it was a good place to see birds. Regular 
visits turned into a desire to be part of the project and before long Marilyn had 
become an integral part of the FWG volunteer crew. She said it felt good to 
volunteer for something that was completely different from answering the phone. At 
first Marilyn concentrated on work inside the Interpretive Centre, filing articles and 
reports, tidying up, organizing the clutter, but eventually she also began working in 
the garden, helping out where needed. It wasn’t long before Marilyn became a 
necessary and important part of the FWG. She is the ‘Coffee Lady’, the one who 
stops work to go inside and make coffee, for the all-important coffee break that gives 
the BYG group a chance to catch up with each other, chat, exchange stories, etc. 

Once a week, usually on a Wednesday morning, Marilyn comes to the FWG to pick 
up the recyclables, take out the garbage, check on supplies and buy whatever is 
needed (coffee, cookies, cleaning products, etc.), and in general keep the Centre tidy 
and functioning. For all her work at FWG (and for answering the OFNC phone for 
years), Marilyn was given the OFNC’s Member of the Year Award for 2004. 

When asked what she likes best about volunteering at FWG, Marilyn answered that 
she enjoys 
meeting new 
people and 
appreciates the 
camaraderie that 
exists amongst 
the volunteers. 

She feels she has 
learned a 
tremendous 
amount about 
plants, she loves 
to watch the 
garden grow and 
evolve, and she 
particularly likes 
hearing and 
seeing all the 
birds. She also 
enjoys meeting 
all the dogs that 
visit the garden, 
and for the 


— 

FWG Details and Contact Information 

The FWG is located off Prince of Wales Drive on 
the Central Experimental Farm. For more 
information please visit the website at: 
http://www.ofnc.ca/fletcher.php. Brochures about 
the garden are available from the Centre on Friday 
mornings from spring through fall, Sunday 
afternoons in the summer, or during the week June 
through August when we have a summer employee. 

• FWG phone number: 613-234-6767 

• David Hobden, Chair, FWG Management 
Committee: dhobden@magma.ca 

• Jay Ladell, BYG Manager: jay_ladell@yahoo.com 

• Sandy Garland: website and information about the 
FWG: sgarland@magma.ca 

• Christine Flanrahan: bird and wildlife observations: 
vanessa@magma.ca 

• AAFC Security: 613-759-1985 
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regular canine visitors Marilyn is well known for always having a biscuit or two on 
hand! 

Volunteer Opportunities 

If you would like to help us remove invasive species, plant trees, work in the BYG, 
or with any number of other activities, please contact the FWG (details at end of 
article). The Friday morning (BYG), Wednesday evening (Butterfly Meadow) and 
Sunday morning (the rest of the FWG) work crews will carry on work through the 
fall. 

Acknowledgments: As always, thanks to all the volunteers who make FWG happen! 

Errata: A photograph in the Spring 2006 update was mis-labelled. It should have 
read “The two amigos (Painted Turtle and Blanding’s Turtle)." 


Spring Dragonflies and Butterflies of 
the West End (Or, How to Enjoy a 

Bug Hunt!) 

Chris Lewis and Bob Bracken 

We anticipated the morning of 28 May 2006 with mixed emotions. For at least the 
previous two weeks, the weather had been cool, cloudy, wet and windy. Not good 
for our quarry—flying insects. During our recent ventures into the great outdoors, 
we had hardly encountered any insects, not even the nasty biting ones. Nevertheless, 
we were committed to this outing, so we looked out the window on the morning of 
28 May . . . and saw the light! And it seemed that others did as well! A group of 
17 very keen participants joined us for a visit to two special habitats in the Ottawa 
area, on a quest for spring species. 

We began in the Carp hills west of Dunrobin. This area is unique in that it is the 
only location in Ottawa County with Precambrian Shield features, making it an ideal 
environment for uncommon to rare plants including Sheep Sorrel (Rumex 
acetosella), Pale Corydalis (Corydalis sepmervirens). Rock Spikemoss (Selaginella 
rupestris), and several species of Lichens. Not so uncommon here is Blueberry 
(Vaccinium spp.) which is attractive to lepidopterans (as well as hominids later in 
summer!). Punctuated by several beaver ponds, this is also one of our best locations 
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Carp Hills west of Dunrobin. Everyone enjoying their spoils. Photo by Chris 
Lewis. 


for early odonates. Some locally uncommon avian species also breed in this area, 
and we were treated to emphatic vocalizations by Brown Thrasher, Eastern Towhee, 
and Field Sparrow. 

But, back to the bug hunt! As our intrepid group clambered into the hills, we almost 
immediately began capturing, admiring and discussing the bugs. Dreamy 
Duskywing, Silvery Blue and Eastern Pine Elfin were netted early on. A spectacular 
Canadian Tiger Swallowtail seemed quite territorial, flying around us several times. 
Unfortunately, our group missed seeing Chryxus Arctic performing its unique 
courtship displays. Although the odonates seen at this location were low in number 
and diversity, we did find the common expected early spring species such as Spring 
Bluet, Sedge Sprite, Dusky Clubtail, Beaverpond Baskettail, Frosted, Dot-tailed and 
Red-waisted Whitefaces, Chalk-fronted Corporal, Common White-tail and Four- 
spotted Skimmer. It was obvious that the cool wet spring of 2006 had delayed the 
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emergence of these insects; normally we find much larger numbers here, at least 
three weeks earlier in the season. Their very teneral (i.e. immature) condition was 
also an indication of their late emergence. 



Constance Bay. Our “star" bug-hunters (from smallest to tallest) Dawn, Kiera and 
Dave. Photo by Chris Lewis. 


We proceeded to Constance Bay to visit another area famous for its flora and insect 
fauna. This sand-plain habitat is conducive to many uncommon to rare plants such 
as Hoary Puccoon (Lithspermum liniense), as well as locally common species, e.g. 
Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis), Sandcherry (Prunuspumilla). New Jersey Tea 
(Ceanothus americanus) , Tower Mustard (Arabis glabra) and Bearberry 
(Arctostaphylos uva-ursi). Several of these are the preferred larval food plants for 
the special butterflies we had hoped to find here, but although we again missed a few 
of our targets (Olympia Marble, and Mottled and Columbine Duskywing), we were 
nevertheless rewarded with ALL FOUR SPECIES OF OUR ELFINS! By the time 
we arrived here, the sun had really heated up the environment as well as the creatures 
in it, so the dragonflies were flying high and fast, and therefore difficult to catch. A 
few species were identified, including Beaverpond and Common Baskettail and 
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another Dot-tailed Whiteface. Even though most of them stayed beyond our reach, 
their efforts to eat the bugs that “eat” us did not go unappreciated. 



were 

swinging, the 
viewing jars 
and hand- 

Chris Lewis, “Dragonhunter"! Photo by Bob Bracken lenses were 

swapping, 

and the enthusiasm was infectious. Our youngest member, Alexander Skevington 
(resident of Constance Bay who brought along his mother Angela and his dad 
Jeff—a well-known naturalist and professional entomologist) delighted in every 
flying and/or crawling thing he saw. One of our best bug-hunters was Dave Sangster 
(somewhat older than Alexander). Other stars were two young ladies. Dawn and 
Kira. Dawn's keen eye and lighting-quick reflexes with her net were spot-on for 
many of our captures of the day. Kira’s more reserved “look but don’t touch” 
approach was also respected. But no matter what their ages or interests, this group 


And now we 
must address 
the most 
important 
factor that 
made this 
field trip so 
rewarding 
and 

enjoyable... 

THE 

PEOPLE!! 
They came in 
all ages, from 
just over two 
years old to 
the “golden 
years,” but on 
28 May 
2006, we 
were all just 
a kids on a 
bug hunt! 

The nets 
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gave this excursion that special something that every field trip should have ... a lot 

of fun. Our sincere thanks to all of you for making this a most excellent outing! 
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Species Seen/captured 

ODONATA 
Damselflies (Zveoptera) 

Spring Bluet (Enallagma vernale) 
Sedge Sprite (Nehalennia irene) 

Dragonflies (Anisoptera) 

Dusky Clubtail (Gomphus spicatus) 
Beaverpond Baskettail (Epitheca 
canis) 

Common Baskettail (E. cynosura) 
Frosted Whiteface (Leucorrhinia 
frigida) 

Dot-tailed Whiteface (L. Intacta) 
Red-waisted Whiteface (L. 
proximo) 

Chalk-fronted Corporal (Ladona 
julia) 

Common Whitetail (Plathemis 
lydia) 

Four-spotted Skimmer (Libellula 
quadrimaculata) 


Food Status 

flying insects, including all common 
Blackflies, Mosquitoes, 

Deerflies, and other 
nasties 
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Species Seen/captured 


Food 


Status 


LEPIDOPTERA 

Moths 



Forage Looper Moth (Caenurgina 
erechtea) 

Alfalfa, clovers, grasses 

common 

Exposed Bird-dropping Moth 
(Acontia aprica) 

Butterflies 

hollyhocks 

common 

Dreamy Duskywing (Erynnis 

aspens (Populus spp.) 

common 

icelus) 

and willows (Salix spp.) 


Canadian Tiger Swallowtail 
(Papilio canadensis) 

flowering shrubs 

common 

Cabbage White (Pieris rapae) 

Cruciferae spp. 

common 

Clouded Sulphur (Colias philodice) 

clovers (Trifolium spp.) 

common 

Brown Elfin (Callophrys 

blueberries (Vaccinum 

locally common 

augustinus) 

spp.) 


Hoary Elfin (C. polia) 

Bearberry (Arcto- 

rare-uncommon, 


staphylos uva-ursi) 

extremely local 

Henry’s Elfin (C. henrici) 

blueberries (Vaccinium 

uncommon, 


spp), and cherries 
(Prunus spp.) 

extremely local 

Eastern Pine Elfin (C. Nihon) 

pines (Pinus spp.) 

uncommon 

Spring Azure (Celestine ladon) 

a wide variety of shrubs 

common 

Silvery Blue (Glaucopsyche 

Sweet White Clover 

one of our most 

lygdam us) 

(Melilotus alba). Cow 
Vetch (Vicia cracca), 
Alfalfa (Medicago 
sativa) 

abundant species 

Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta) 

stinging nettles 

uncommon 


(Urticatia gracilis and 

U. dioica) 

migrant 
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2006 Falcon Watch Final Report 


Eve Ticknor 

This has proved to be a different Falcon Watch, indeed! To start at the beginning, 
well the end of last year’s Falcon Watch, Horizon, our resident female, died as a 
result of injuries. Her mate, Connor, was left to act as a single father to their chicklet 
Storm, which he did admirably. For two months he was on his own, until a female 
we called LadyBird showed up. We gave her that name until we hoped to find her 
own name from the band she wore. A week later a second female showed up, but 
was subsequently driven off by Connor and his new mate. They were seen together 
into December. Connor was seen alone at times, then more often with his mate until 
we realized in early spring that his mate was not the same one as LadyBird! There 
had been a switch. 

The new female has stayed and we eventually gave her the name of Diana after the 
Huntress from old mythology. She has no band, so we will never know her history, 
just like Connor who is also unbanded. Now we awaited Diana’s nest. We waited, 
and waited, and waited, and . .. just when we thought she was not going to nest, she 
did—at least three weeks later than we were used to. Most females lay their eggs 
early in April, but a brand new female may start nesting much earlier or later. At 
last! Diana had chosen her nest almost exactly where Horizon had hers the year 
before. Two eggs! 

Eventually one egg hatched. It is not unusual for only one chicklet to hatch in the 
first year. Considering this was to be our 10 ,h year, we were relieved to have a 
chicklet to monitor. Connor and Diana spent the next few weeks taking gentle care 
of their new baby. And so plans for the Falcon Watch were set in motion. 

Melanie and I now notified all previous volunteers to see how many would be 
available. This proved to be a tad difficult because many of our volunteers usually 
arrange their holidays to be after the Falcon Watch. However, this year, their 
holidays coincided with a late Watch! We did gain a few new volunteers who were 
wonderful to work with, though, and, some former volunteers were lucky enough to 
get in at the end when they returned from holidays. 

Normally there would be a banding ceremony when we would know if our baby was 
a male or a female. Here, too, we would depart from the norm as the Ministry of 
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Natural Resources (MNR) decided against banding this year. There were several 
reasons, but the main one was to avoid as much human interference as possible for 
Diana, to ensure her fidelity to the Crowne Plaza Hotel. We would have to make our 
determination by sight for now. The reason for wanting to know the sex of our 
chicklet has to do with the fledging period. Males tend to fledge earlier than females 
so knowing the sex would indicate the approximate length of the W atch. Little did 
we know that this information would not help us very much. Our little chicklet was 
to be a individual among all we have monitored. 

The official Watch started on Sunday morning, July 16, at 6:00 a.m. Our first 
surprise was to see a little head peeping over the ledge just a few hours into our first 
day! It continued to do so most of every day when not sleeping or eating. For days 
we had little view of the whole bird so guessing its sex was a game until finally it 
was out on the ledge more and more. Was it male or female? Only when Diana 
came to feed it was the size difference apparent. We had a male! After collecting 
name suggestions for some time, our baby was given the name “Odyssey,” rather apt 
for a child of “Diana the Huntress.” This year, the name was submitted by Phil 
Maillard, one of our long-time volunteers (Congratulations, Phil!). 

Those of us who have been watching falcon families for some years, especially 
Horizon’s, found ourselves comparing this mother with the other. Often someone 
would start to say “Horizon, I mean Diana . . .” At any rate, she was doing fine, 
although we thought the feedings were smaller than what we were used to. Also, 
Odyssey was still being fed, beak to beak, rather than being given his food to pick at 
himself. This would change over time, but in a way different from our expectations. 

Odyssey was not a chicklet given to lots of wing-flapping and running as we had 
seen in the past. He sometimes gave “wing-waves” instead. So it was with 
trepidation that one evening, after I left(!) that he suddenly was airborne! He flew a 
wobbly course across the street to a ledge of Constitution Square at the second floor 
level, where he had keks to exchange with the “other” bird he saw in the reflective 
glass. He then hopped across a small opening to another ledge at the same level. 

His mother brought him dinner, after which he went to sleep. Our volunteers left 
him there at dark. I had returned in time to watch him there for a bit. 

The next morning, he was nowhere to be seen and we spent the next 7 'A hours 
searching, and had to put the word out for extra help. Many volunteers came by for 
an hour or more, looking high and low. Eventually Oscar made a call and Melanie 
Moore and Steven Heiter went to rescue our fledgling from a corner right next to a 
steep ramp to an underground parking. Melanie and I put him in our rescue box and 
took him to the Lynwood Animal Hospital where he was carefully checked over by 
Dr Tracey Poulton, much to his dismay! 
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Did I mention he had proven to be our quietest chicklet of all time? Well, we finally 
had proof that his lungs and vocal cords worked just fine! Although we had been 
told he might have suffered an injury to one foot, every other part of him checked 
out as “well" and we took him back to the Crowne. Thanks to Stephen F., Odyssey 
made it home, where he stayed for the next six days! Talk about waiting, and 
waiting, and waiting. 

Remember that I said earlier that we would see a change in Odyssey’s feeding 
habits? Almost immediately Connor jumped in and took over the feeding! Diana 
tried twice in a row to stop him from doing the actual feeding with no luck. She flew 
at Connor and hit him off the ledge, but Connor flew back and continued the feeding. 
Again, she tried and again, she lost out. After this, she watched. It was as if Connor 
said, "Hey, I have a son, I have responsibilities!” This may possibly stem from 
having taken over caring for Storm after Horizon disappeared from his life. As cute 
as it was to watch Connor tenderly feeding Odyssey, it was also a cause of concern 
that our chicklet was regressing, or not yet ready for flight. And there was that foot 
injury. Soon it became apparent that he was limping, favouring his right foot. He 
took to putting his body weight on his left leg, propped up by his left wing when at 
rest, which was often. However a rescue was not feasible as we knew his wings 
worked just fine. We could only watch and wait. 

And then, he was off again. This time he flew over top of the Delta Office Tower 
and disappeared. Once again, we started to search, along with the help of others. 

This time we were alerted much sooner of his location. Sheena and Christianne of 
Delta Media saw him land, knew what and who they were looking at, and called me. 

I went up to the fourth floor terrace where I saw him at the end, trying to jump up on 
the ledge. It was higher than his on the Crowne and he had to adjust his jump height. 
The third jump was his best and he spent the rest of the day moving back and forth 
along the ledge. Interestingly, the colour of the Delta and the colour of Odyssey 
matched perfectly. What great camouflage! Again, we left him tucked in a corner 
near a window for the night, hoping to see him there in the morning, and ... we did. 
A short time later, he flew over to the hotel side of the Delta. 

During this time, I was often asked why his parents didn’t bring him food. There are 
two reasons for this. First of all, they didn’t know where he was. This is not 
unusual. The expectation is that flying will happen and when the cue to be fed is 
heard, they will bring food. Well, this brings the second reason to play. Odyssey 
was the most quiet chicklet, too quiet for his own good. Although instinct tells a 
wild youngster to stay quiet to avoid attracting predators, it will also keep this wild 
youngster from the care of his parents. It took him until the next day to finally use 
his voice. This time it worked and soon Connor was flying circles overhead with 
food to entice his son upwards. 
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It took until the next morning, for Odyssey to try flying. This time, he flew towards 
the Crowne, gaining height, but not enough. He made it as far as the tenth floor 
level, then headed for the Constitution Square, bounced off that and landed on the 
sidewalk. This next bit has no explanation. He then ran towards the street, flew at 
low level across the street and landed on the other sidewalk, just in time for Chris 
Traynor to catch him! He and I immediately checked him out, all of him, to see just 
what was the injury to his foot. We found none and determined there might have 
been a strain to an upper leg muscle, perhaps inside where it was not evident. We 
also decided to return him to his home rather than subject him to another vet visit. 
This action was confirmed by Shaun Thompson, our area MNR Biologist. 

So, now what? Do we have another six day wait? No. Third time’s the charm, as 
the saying goes, and he was off again, this time to spend the night on the top of the 
Carlisle Building! He’s high where he should be, and high is where he has been ever 
since! We have seen him flying to various buildings, sometimes having us trotting 
up and down streets searching for him. We watched as he enjoyed life atop the 
Queen Elizabeth Towers, refusing to leave when both parents tried to make him 
leave right before a rain storm, preferring to eat his dinner right through the storm. 

He had not yet learned that if he wants to pull a piece of pigeon apart, he needs to 
hold it down first! We watched him make a sloppy but daring first landing on a very 
small part of the antenna on the QE! And, now he really enjoys sitting way up on 
other antennas, just like his father. 

If you are downtown during the next few weeks, look up. You might see Odyssey 
way up high, sitting proudly, or flying with his parents. Very soon he will leave on 
migration and we will not see him again. 


As for next year . . . 


We have many people to thank, many who stopped by to check on Odyssey’s 
progress, many who came to offer assistance during searches, many whose names we 
will never know—Big Thank You to all of you! As well, thank you to the volunteers 
who make this venture at all possible: 


Marc d’Aoust 
Marian Bird 
Rosanne Bishop 
Bill Bower 
Diane Burns 
Howard Campbell 
Barbara Chouinard 
John Clark 


Marie Clausen 
Joyce Colotelo 
Suzanne Deschenes 
Doreen Duchesne 
Christine Grant 
Claire Haas 
Sara Herring 
Mary Hurley 
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Robert Kirkham 

Jim O’Neil 

Lene Kollgard 

Jorge Peral 

Bernie Ladouceur 

David Petzold 

Danielle Lamarche 

Frank Pope 

Bonnie Mabee 

Dani Power 

Dick Mabee 

Nancy Scott 

Phil Maillard 

Langis Sirois 

Dominique Marshall 

Jim Sutton 

Elsa Marshall 

Eve Ticknor 

Frank Marshall 

Chris Traynor 

Gillian Marston 

Nancy Westran 

Jordan Montoya 

Ashley Varsava 

Lorraine M ontoya 

Gilles Vautour 

Melanie Moore 

Nick Zeis 

Elizabeth O’Driscoll 



And very important additional Thank You’s to: 

Christina Lewis for our new logo; 

Ian Fisher, Yvon Morin, Cheryl Barrett and Security Staff of Constitution Square for 
much support including permission to house our equipment, roof access and parking 
for the Coordinator, connections of two monitors for public viewing; 

Dr Tracey Poulin of Lynwood Animal Hospital for an unscheduled examination of 
our chicklet; 

Alterna Savings Bank for allowing us space for our “base” and housing our sandwich 
board; 

Stephen Fumerton ofCrowne Plaza Hotel for allowing us to conduct searches from 
the Penthouse and Terrace; 

Lisa Armstrong of Marriott Ottawa Hotel for allowing us to conduct searches from 
the Merlot; 

Oscar Poulin of Proserv Window cleaning for spotting Odyssey for our rescuers after 
a very long search; 

Sheena Pennie and Cristianne Doherty of DeltaMedia for calling in the location of 
Odyssey, and assistance to the Coordinator on their terrace; 

Bob Prankie of Morguard for assisting Coordinator with access to Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters terrace to check on Odyssey; 

Nat Leal of Delta Hotel for assistance to Coordinator in getting a closer look at 
Odyssey; 

Jane Breen for ongoing support and daily prayers; 

Cathi Harris of Transport Canada for observations during Watch; 

Bob Boisvert of Transport Canada for his many observations and ongoing photos 
following each stage of our falcon family; 


196 




John Ayers of Queen Elizabeth Towers for his many observations and an important 
roof check; 

Sandy Garland of the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club for posting all our updates and 
photos on the OFNC website; and 

Canadian Peregrine Foundation for posting our updates and photos to their website. 


New Venue for Our Monthly Meetings: 
Canadian Museum of Nature under 
Construction 


The Victoria Memorial Building, housing the displays of the Canadian Museum of 
Nature, is under construction, as attendees of our monthly meetings, and recent 
visitors to the CMN, are well aware. We have been very fortunate to have had the 
use of the lovely auditorium for many years, as well as the professional services of 
very fine technicians, to make our meetings a success. Unfortunately that is coming 
to an end. The beautiful auditorium is destined to be tom down. The good news, 
however, is that another facility in another part of this grand building will be ready 
for us by January 2007. 

In the meantime, for the meetings on 10 October, 14 November and 12 December, 
we have secured Salon B in the K.W. Neatby Building, Central Experimental 
Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. This building is opposite but slightly east of the Civic 
Campus of the Ottawa Hospital. There is east-west bus service along Carling 
Avenue and north-south on nearby Holland Avenue and this building is close to the 
Parkdale exit of the Queensway. The Neatby Building is wheel-chair accessible. 
Ample free parking is available in front of the building as well as in a parking lot just 
east of the building. 

Our new temporary venue might not be quite as grand as we are used to but the talks 
we have scheduled will be just as good and the refreshments just a tasty as before. 

As in the past, we shall begin with a social half hour at 7:00 p.m. and the formal 
program will begin at 7:30 p.m. 

Join us for a good evening on the second Tuesday of each month. 
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Call for Nominations for 
OFNC Awards 


The Awards Committee 

It is time to think back and consider those OFNC members (and, in two cases, even 
non-members) who, by virtue of their special efforts and talents, are deserving of 
special recognition. 

The Club has seven awards: Honorary Membership, Member of the Year Award, 
George McGee Service Award, Conservation Award for OFNC Members, 
Conservation Award for Non-Members, the Anne Hanes Natural History Award, and 
the recently added Mary Stuart Education Award. An elaboration of each of these 
categories is presented in this centre-fold, together with space to put the nominee’s 
name and accomplishments. (Additional sheets can be used if needed.) If necessary, 
the Awards Committee will seek out more information on individuals nominated, but 
of course, the more information you provide, the easier it is for the committee to 
make a decision. An informative article on the background of these awards, and a 
list of recipients, was published in Volume 3 3, Number 4, of Trail & Landscape. 

Last year’s awardees are highlighted in the previous issue of T&L (volume 40, 
number 3). The deadline for the submission of nominations is December 31, 2006. 
Nominate as many individuals as you like, but be sure to give your reasons. Return 
the nomination form to the Chair of the Awards Committee: 

Dr. Irwin Brodo 
28 Benson Street 
Ottawa, ON K2E 5J5 

or simply send your nomination to Irwin at ibrodo@ sympatico.ca.. 

If you have any questions regarding the nominations, feel free to contact Irwin 
Brodo, Chair of the Awards Committee, at 723-2054. 





NOMINATION FORM FOR AWARDS 


The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club 

In the appropriate spaces, please submit the names of those you wish to nominate for 
OFNC awards and your reasons for each nomination. The more information you 
provide, the more effective will be the assessment of nominees. Attach additional 
information if the space is inadequate. Nominations may be made for more than one 
person. The Awards Committee may contact you for further information regarding 
any of your nominations. 

Name of Nominator:_Email_ 

Address:_Telephone_ 

HONORARY MEMBER: This award is presented in recognition of outstanding 
contributions by a member, or non-member, to Canadian natural history or to the 
successful operation of the Club. [Usually people awarded an honorary membership 
have made extensive contributions over many years. At present honorary 
membership is limited to 25 people.] 

Nominee__ 

Reasons for the nomination_ 


MEMBER OF THE YEAR: In recognition of the member judged to have 
contributed the most to the Club in the previous year. [Members of the Executive are 
excluded from consideration.] 

Nominee 


Reasons for the nomination 






























GEORGE MCGEE SERVICE AWARD: In recognition of a member or members 
who has (have) contributed significantly to the smooth running of the Club over 
several years. [Members of the Executive are excluded from consideration.] 
Nominee_ 

Reasons for the nomination ____ 


ANNE HANES NATURAL HISTORY AWARD: In recognition of a member 
who, through independent study or investigation, has made a worthwhile 
contribution to our knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the natural history 
of the Ottawa Valley. [The award is designed to recognize work that is done by 
amateur naturalists.] 

Nominer _ 


Reasons for the nomination 


MARY STUART EDUCATION AWARD: For members, non-members or 
organizations, in recognition for outstanding achievements in the field of natural 
history education in the Ottawa Region. Potential recipients would include museum 
personnel (both professional and volunteer), biology teachers, talented and dedicated 
field trip leaders, authors popularizing local natural history, and other educators of 
children or adults. 

Nominee: 


Reasons for nomination: 




























CONSERVATION AWARD - MEMBER: In recognition of an outstanding 
contribution by a member (or group of members) in the cause of natural history 
conservation in the Ottawa Valley, with particular emphasis on activities within the 
Ottawa District [The area within 50 km of the Peace Tower in Ottawa.] 

Nominee_ 

Reasons for the nomination_ 


CONSERVATION AWARD - NON - MEMBER: In recognition of an 
outstanding contribution by a non-member (or group of non-members) in the cause 
of natural history conservation in the Ottawa Valley, with particular emphasis on 
activities within the Ottawa District. [The area within 50 km of the Peace Tower.] 
Nominee 


Reasons for the nomination 

























































Annual Fall and Christmas 
Bird Counts 


Chris Lewis 


Ottawa-Gatineau Fall Bird Count 

The 2006 Fall Bird Count will be held Saturday October 14 - Sunday October 15, 
beginning at 3:00 PM on the Saturday, and ending at 3:00 PM on the Sunday. The 
post-count dinner and compilation will be held at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden 
Interpretive Centre from approx. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM. Participants for the Ontario 
side may contact Eve Ticknor at 613-737-7551, email sandbird@magma.ca. Those 
who wish to participate on the Quebec side may contact Daniel St-Hilaire at 819- 
776-0860, email savannarum@videotron.ca. 


Ottawa-Gatineau and Dunrobin-Breckenridge Christmas Bird Counts 

This year’s Ottawa-Gatineau CBC will be held on Sunday December 17. Please 
contact Eve Ticknor (see above) to participate on the Ontario side. For the Quebec 
side, please contact Daniel St-Hilaire (eastern sectors) at 8 19-776-0860, email 
savannarum@videotron.ca or Garry McNulty (western sectors) at 819-684-9861, 
email gmcnulty@videotron.ca Details re: the post-count compilations and dinner 
will be provided by the sector leaders. 

The Dunrobin-Breckenridge CBC will be held on Saturday December 30. Please 
contact Bruce Dilabio at 613-839-4395 email bruce.dilabio@sympatico.ca. 

All of the above are great local events in the Ottawa-Gatineau area, on those chilly 
days to come. And, as always, you don’t need to be an “expert” birder to join in; 
even counting birds at your feeder from the comfort of your own home, can be an 
important contribution. The more participants the better, to discover what’s out 
there in our area during the Fall and Winter seasons! 
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Coming Events 

arranged by the Excursions & Lectures Committee. 
For further information, 
call the Club number (722-3050). 


Times stated for excursions are departure times. Please arrive earlier; leaders start 
promptly. If you need a ride, don ’t hesitate to ask the leader. Restricted trips will be 
open to non-members only after the indicated deadlines. 

ALL OUTINGS: Please bring a lunch on full-day trips and dress according to the 
weather forecast and activity. Binoculars and/or spotting scopes are essential on all 
birding trips. Unless otherwise stated, transportation will be by car pool. 

REGISTERED BUS TRIPS: Make your reservation for Club bus excursions by 
sending a cheque or money order (Payable to The Ottawa Field-Naturalists ’ Club) to 
Box 35069, Westgate P.O., Ottawa, Ontario, K1Z 1A2, at least ten days in advance. 
Include your name, address, telephone number and the name of the outing. Your 
cooperation is appreciated by the Committee so that we do not have to wait to the last 
moment to decide whether a trip should be cancelled due to low registration. In 
order for the Club to offer a bus trip, we need just over 33 people to register. If fewer 
than 30 register, we have the option of cancelling the trip or increasing the cost. 

Such decisions must be done a week in advance so we encourage anyone who is 
interested in any bus trip to register as early as possible. We also wish to discourage 
postponing the actual payment of bus fees until the day of the event. 

EVENTS A T THE CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NA TURE: The Club is grateful to 
the Museum for their cooperation, and thanks the Museum for the use of these 
excellent facilities. 

BIRD STATUS LINE: Phone 860-9000 to learn of recent sightings or birding 
potential in the Ottawa area. To report recent sightings use the 860-9000 number 
and stay on the line. This service is run on behalf of the Birds Committee and is 
available to members and non-members. 

PLEASE NOTE: OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS FOR THE REST OF 2006 
WILL BE HELD IN SALON B IN THE K.W. NEATBY BUILDING, 

CENTRAL EXPERIMENTAL FARM, 960 CARLING AVENUE. 


217 
















Saturday 

7 October 

8:00 a.m. 

to 

noon 

BRACKET FUNGI, TREE LICHENS AND FERNS 
Leaders: Otto Loesel and Connie Clark 

Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre (NE corner of the 
mall parking lot, junction of Richmond Road and Assaly 
Road, near Pizza Pizza). 

In October, when most flowers are gone and the leaves are 
starting to fall, fungi, lichens and ferns become more 
conspicuous. Bracket fungi and lichens growing on trees 
and ferns should be easy to find. If the woods are moist we 
are likely to find the more ephemeral fleshy fungi. Otto will 
help us explore an area in the southern section of Gatineau 
Park. The exact site has not yet been determined. Sturdy 
footwear will be required as some climbing is involved. For 
those who wish to go directly to the site, phone Otto on 
Friday Oct. 6 in the evening at 819-778-2556. 

Carpoolers: For longer trips in private cars we suggest 
that the passengers contribute to the cost of gas. 

Tuesday 

10 October 

7:00 p.m. 

Social & Club 

business 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

HISTORY OF THE SOUTH NATION WATERSHED 
Speaker: Patrick Coyne 

Meet: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central 

Experimental Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. 

The South Nation Watershed is the sister watershed to the 

7:30 p.m. 
Presentation 

Rideau River and waters from the eastern parts of the 

Ottawa region flow into this watershed. Patrick, who is a 
historian, will talk about the impact of human settlement in 
this area, how the removal of tree cover stripped the land 
reducing this area to a desert. Patrick will also show us, in a 
PowerPoint presentation, various successful projects the 
South Nation Conservation Authority has established to 
ameliorate conditions and return the land to a more natural 
and viable landscape. The Larose Forest, destination for 
several field trips and a planned BioBlitz is in this 
watershed. 


PLEASE NOTE: Our monthly meetings for the rest of 
2006 will be held in Salon B in the K.W. Neatby 

Building, Central Experimental Farm, 960 Carling 
Avenue 
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Saturday 

14 October 
3:00 p.m. 
to 

Sunday 

15 October 
3:00 p.m. 


Sunday 
22 October 
9:00 a.m. 
to 

3:00 p.m. 


ANNUAL FALL OTTAWA-GATINEAU BIRD 
COUNT 

This event covers the entire Ottawa-Gatineau birding area. 
You do not have to be an expert birder nor do you have to 
attend the entire time. A post-compilation dinner is 
provided for all participants. 

For those interested in counting birds on the Ontario side, 
please contact Eve Ticknor at 613-737-7551 or email 
sandbird@magm a.ca. 

To participate on the Quebec side, you may contact Daniel 
St.-Hilaire at 819-776-0860 or email 
savannarum@videotron.ca for the Quebec side. 

GENERAL NATURAL HISTORY TRIP TO THE 
GATINEAU HILLS 
Leader: Carolyn Callaghan 

Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast comer of 
the parking lot, Richmond at Assaly Road near Pizza Pizza 
(or follow the directions below for meeting at the farm at 
10:00 a.m.). 

Join Carolyn on a trip to her farm in the Gatineau Hills. 
The farm has a variety of habitats, including hardwood 
forest, mixed wood forest, riparian, pasture, and hay fields. 
The focus of the trip will be migratory birds and general 
natural history. We’ll be looking for birds as well as 
mammals, insects, and plants as they prepare for winter. 
Bring a lunch and drink and suitable clothing for the 
weather. (Directions: Take Hwy 5 North to Tulip Valley 
(Highway 5 ends here, so exit off Hwy 5 to the right and 
proceed to the traffic lights). Turn left on 105 at the Tulip 
Valley traffic lights. Continue on 105 past the entrance to 
Wakefield. Exit left onto Hwy 366. Continue along 366 for 
approximately 15 km (you will pass the town of Masham). 
Turn right at the flashing lights onto Chemin Cleo Fornier. 
Travel 3 km to Chemin Monte Belisle (the road is named 
Rene Levesque to the right). Turn left onto Ch. Monte 
Belisle (road is called Chemin Rene Levesque to the east). 
Travel for 1 km and turn left at #45 (white farm house at 
the base of a hill). There is a large white pine tree in front 
of the house. 


219 








Sunday 
29 October 
10:00 a.m. 
to 

12:00 p.m. 


Sunday 
5 November 
10:00 a.m. 
to 

3:00 p.m. 
(with a lunch 
stop) 


SUNDAY MORNING WALK AT FLETCHER 
WILDLIFE GARDEN 

Leader: Sandy Garland 

Meet: Fletcher Wildlife Garden parking lot, east side of 
Prince of Wales Drive, south of the traffic circle. A map 
can be found at 

http://home.achilles.net/ofnc/fletcher/location.php3. 

This is a lovely time of year to spot interesting wildlife. 

This walk will feature the Garden’s large pond, with 
possible migrating birds, and also the amphibian and insect 
activity associated with it. 

GLACIATION AND THE LANDSCAPE 
Leader: Geof Burbidge 

Meet: SE comer of Elmvale Shopping Centre parking lot 
(corner of St Laurent Blvd. and Smyth Rd), and there we 
will arrange carpooling. Plan to either fill your car with 
passengers, or be a passenger in a full car, so we can make 
a safer, low-impact convoy. 

November is a great time for geology, and for this 
excursion it doesn’t matter if the leaves obscure the 
outcrops. Most of the land surface in Eastern Ontario has 
been modified by processes resulting from the continental 
glaciers that covered the region before 10,000 years ago. 

On this trip, we will to try to relate various aspects of the 
landscape to those glacial and post-glacial processes. We 
will drive east in a convoy from Ottawa, via Mer Bleu and 
Carlsbad Springs, to the site of the 1993 Lemieux landslide, 
stopping along the way to observe and discuss various 
surficial features—their formation, and their impact on 
ecology and land use. Fair weather trip only (trip is 
cancelled if it’s raining in Ottawa at 9 am with no forecast 
of clearing). Bring a lunch and drink and suitable clothing 
for the weather. Minimal walking in somewhat rugged 
terrain. 


Carpoolers: For longer trips in private cars we suggest that the passengers 
contribute to the cost of gas. 
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Tuesday 

14 November 
7:00 p.m. 

Social & Club 

business 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

ONTARIO BREEDING BIRD ATLAS: CHANGES 
SINCE THE FIRST ATLAS 

Speaker: Pete Blanchard, Research Scientist, Canadian 
Wildlife Service, Environment Canada, working at the 
National Wildlife Research Centre, Carleton University. 
Meet: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central 

7:30 p.m. 
Presentation 

Experimental Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. 

Volunteers for the 2 nd Ontario Atlas collected a wealth of 
data on bird distribution and abundance between 2001 and 
2005. Pete Blanchard has analyzed these data to look at 
changes since the first atlas, run from 1981 to 1985. Some 
birds have shown quite large increases or decreases in 
distribution, considering that the atlases were only 20 years 
apart. The talk will illustrate many of these changes, some 
patterns observed across species, and look at how these 
changes compare to results from other bird surveys. 

PLEASE NOTE: Our monthly meetings for the rest of 
2006 will be held in Salon B in the K.W. Neatby 

Building, Central Experimental Farm, 960 Carling 
Avenue 

Sunday 

19 November 

8:30 am 

to 

mid-day 

BIRDING IN SOUTHWESTERN OTTAWA 

Leader: Peter Hall 

Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast comer of 
the parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road near Pizza 
Pizza. 

This half day outing will explore some of the best birding 
areas in Ottawa in the late fall. We will start by looking for 
passerines at Jack Pine Trail, and then head out to the 

Moodie Road ponds. Almost anything is possible here in 
the late fall, from unusual gulls to waterfowl to hawks. 


Carpoolers: For longer trips in private cars we suggest that the passengers 
contribute to the cost of gas. 
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Wednesday 
6 December 
1:00 p.m. 
to 

3:00 p.m. 


Tuesday 
12 December 
7:00 p.m. 
Social & Club 
business 


7:30 p.m. 
Presentation 


GUIDED TOUR OF CANADIAN MUSEUM OF 
NATURE (CMN) MINERAL COLLECTION 
Leader: Michel Picard, Assistant Collection Manager, 
Earth Sciences 

Meet: Susan Howell at Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, 

NE corner of the parking lot. Richmond Road at Assaly 
Road, or participants may elect to meet at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Heritage Building, CMN on Pink Road near Aylmer. 

This hour and a half outing will give you the opportunity to 
see this splendid collection of minerals from Canada and 
around the world, and to put your questions of our expert 
guide. The Rock Collection is an extensive assemblage of 
rocks from all parts of Canada, and you’ll be thrilled by the 
2000 specimens in the Gem Collection, including a 
wonderful collection of exhibit-quality gems. 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

DIVERSITY, LIFE HISTORY AND CONSERVATION 
OF FRESHWATER MUSSELS OF THE OTTAWA 
RIVER 

Speaker: Dr. Andre L. Martel, Canadian Museum of 
Nature 

Meet: Salon B, K. W. Neatby Building, Central 
Experimental Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. 

Dr. Martel is an expert on the various mussels found in 
Canadian waters, and in this talk he will share with us 
fascinating details about the species found in the Ottawa 
River and other local rivers and lakes. Most of us barely 
notice, let alone know anything about, these creatures, 
which we step on and over as we go fishing and swimming. 
This is a unique opportunity for members to deepen their 
understanding of these important players in our local 
freshwater ecosystems, which filter our waters (filter 
feeders) and are such a key part of the natural environment 
of the Ottawa-Gatineau region. You will never take mussels 
for granted again. 

PLEASE NOTE: Our monthly meetings for the rest of 
2006 will be held in Salon B in the K.W. Neatby 
Building, Central Experimental Farm, 960 Carling 
Avenue 
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Sunday 

17 December 

OTTAWA-GATINEAU CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

Come join this annual event that encompasses both sides of 
the Ottawa River. People of all skill levels are welcome, 
and it promises to be a lot of fun. 

Please contact Eve Ticknor at 613-737-7551 or email 
sandbird@magma.ca for the Ontario side, and Daniel St.- 
Hilaire at 819-776-0860 or email 
savannarum@videotron.ca for the Quebec side. 

Saturday 

30 December 

26 th ANNUAL D UN ROBIN-BREC KEN RIDGE 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

This is another opportunity to participate in a Christmas 
bird count if you are unable to attend the following one or 
wish to attend both. Contact coordinator Bruce Di Labio at 
613-839-4395 or email bruce.dilabio@sympatico.ca ifyou 
are interested in participating. 

Tuesday 

9 January 2007 
10:00 am 

to 

12:00 p.m. 

VISIT THE CANADIAN NATIONAL COLLECTION 

OF INSECTS 

Leader: Jeff Skevington. 

Meet: Front lobby, K.W. Neatby Building, 960 Carling 

Avenue. Parking is in a gravel lot just NE of the front 
doors. The security guard will give you a pass to put on 
your car, so please arrive in the lobby 5 to 10 minutes early 
to allow for this. 

This two-hour outing will give you an opportunity to 
explore one of the largest and most dynamic insect 
collections in the world and to discover some of the 
research conducted there. To learn a bit more about the 
collection and some of the people who work there, log onto 
http://www.canacoll.org. We will explore several research 
areas during our visit, including the Diptera unit (flies), the 
Hymenoptera unit (wasps and relatives), the Coleoptera unit 
(beetles) and a shared molecular facility where several 
scientists collect DNA data on their critters. 

There is limited space in most of the labs, so this event will 
be available only to those who sign up through the Club 
number (613-722-3050). Group size will be limited to 10, 
but if there is enough interest, Jeff will attempt to enlist a 
second leader and take two groups through the building. 
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Tuesday 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

9 January 

128 lh ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

7:00 p.m. 

Meet: Canadian Museum of Nature, Discovery Zone 

Social & Club 

Theatre, Metcalfe and McLeod Streets. 

business 

The Council for 2007 will be elected at this meeting, and a 
brief review of the 2006 activities and a statement of the 
Club’s finances will be given. This is an opportunity to 

7:30 p.m. 

meet most of the Club’s executive and the chairs of the 

Formal 

various committees and to find out what makes your Club 

Program 

tick. 


Thursday 
10 May 
to 

Sunday 
13 May 
2007 


POINTE PELEE NATIONAL PARK 

The Club’s bi-annual trip to Pointe Pelee and Rondeau 
Parks will take place during the spring bird migration. The 
bus (washroom equipped) will leave Lincoln Fields 
Shopping Centre at 6:00 a.m. on Thursday, arriving at the 
hotel in Leamington around 4:00 p.m. We leave 
Leamington early on Sunday, and expect to be back in 
Ottawa around 4:00 p.m. Accommodation for the three 
nights will be at the Comfort Inn in Leamington. We are 
recommending that participants share rooms to minimize 
cost (two persons per room). The package cost will be 
approximately S420 per person, based on double 
occupancy, slightly less if three or four individuals share, 
and approximately $820 per person for single occupancy. 
The package covers the cost of bus and driver, entry fees 
for both parks, taxes, and breakfast each morning at the 
hotel. 


DEADLINE: Material intended for the January - March issue must be in 
the editor's hands by November 1, 2006. Mail your manuscripts to: 

Karen McLachlan Hamilton 
2980 Moodie Drive, Nepean, ON, K2J 4S7 
H: (613) 838-4943; email: hamilton@storm.ca. 


ANY ARTICLES FOR TRAIL & LANDSCAPE? 

Have you been on an interesting field trip or made some unusual observations? 
Write up your thoughts and send them to Trail & Landscape. We accept email, 
diskettes and CDs, or submissions in traditional form- typed, written, or printed. 

URL of our site: WEBMASTER’s email 

www.ofnc.ca webmaster@ofnc.ca 
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